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REIUVENATED: Exfensietyrebuiltafierthe sheling of 1920 Dub i has most evarything wou' 1 ind on the Franch snd falan coasts—bart 2t half the price

DUBROVNIK {the i era, oirca LHGG

An Old Pearl Gets
A NEW SHINE

Croatia’s jewel on the Adriatic is becoming
Europe's trendiest tourist destination. Turning
back the clock on St. Tropez

By AMDREW PURVIS

[HE FIRST VIEW
mast of the world had of
Dabrovnik was of ils ved-tlad |
roofs disappearing bahind
clouds of Bluck smoke during
shelling by Serb and
Montenegrin artillery in the
fall of 1591 The thraal Lo this

walled medioval oity an the
Il matian coast, with ifs
Ranalsgance palaces, Tilian
masterpieces and lamon-
seenled cloisters, heought
Ruepanie: the ;J-t’t:rlﬂ&ﬁil]&iﬂ ard
sivagery of the Balkan wars,

| have s hard tme

| the hambardment, it has

| their wells and paved over
| Carla del Ponte, chiaf prosace- |

tar 6t the International Wir | dhown the Stradun, Dubrovaik's
Crimes Trbunal for the |
|
[

polished:limestone pedestrian
Former Tuposlavis, recalls thormayhfare, lined with open-
being horrified by the attack. it sy and designer shops,

| ad you wonldin't Jmew that it
was only a fow yoars aps

| covered by the fog of war, “Weo
| have arizan from the ashes”
says Mg Milovelo of
thiz Dubrovmik Toarist
Tenard,

Thal's greal nesws for
Lourisls as well as Josals.
T the prreswar vears,
Drubeovnik was knoam
to the Europein cogno-
seenti as a low-cost
albermstive Lo Lhe citzy
wisngl reminder of thase | Hiviera. Row, ils charms are
fermible months s e palelwork | Rt becoming an apan seoret
of bright orange tiles where | Flights srrive almost daily
faded roofing splintered by the : from Madrid, Paris, Home and
shelling has beon replaced. [
|

“T eoeled nok believe” she sy,
thait sormeane—anyone—
conld hiwe Ared a single shot
ar shell or morkar ;arl:,'v.:]l.&c-&- in
its vieinity”
I she went back m
now, Drel Ponee might :

belicving anvhody did
shioot, Mok omly his the
Croation city survivesd

been repairad so metic-
wlously that the onky

Vienn, togethar will budgat
Residents heve repeinted theit | serviess from Brabiskee,

London CGabwick and Duliding
I all, mare than 20,000
foreigners holidiayead in

hames, flled the ballet hales in |

craters in the streeds, Walk
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Trubecsmik {pop. 37000) last |
yadar, up from 2500000 [n 2002,
“Dubrovnikis & jewell says |
Tid Serotta, a Vienness histori-
i e l:rr.q_ll.-e'.nt yisikor. e
recormenends & stroll on e |
Sk mediaval wall enciceling
the city; oo one side is & bind’s
eve view of white stone
archileclion] reasiras and an
e albeer i pienonzma of
unspoiled cozstlineg and open
sea MIbwill make your faw
drop,” Serotta saye.
Lrubravnik has had that af-
fect on visibors for more Ehinn a
milliznninarm, Byntine
Emperor Constaniine
Porphyragenitus wrode of “the
city ... on the elilfs” Lo his son
in e MOt century. The post
Lord Byron called it “the Pearl
af the Adriatic” in the sarly
19th canlury. Tn the early
195505, the British King Edwaerd
i Waalles Sirmpson sunbithed
miakead cnoa naarky sland [TTe
current crop of celebrities
dravwn fo the ity include
Steven Spisfbeny, Sharon
Stone and John Malkovich,)
Whether or not vou're
Famous, Dubroveik promises
fine swirniming in sheltered |
cowes, sweet shallfish and the |
quict pleasures of nearby
islands. On Lopud snd Sigan,
pienickers stroll side by side
with amatear archaeologists
laoking fas Greek and Korman
rudies. O Lo, e pine- |
coverad auleropping that feees |
thee old e, peacocks strut |
among the muins of an !
abandoned monastaey and
Tathers lounge in rock
pexls wirmned by the
Meditermenean sun, But
perheps the best
momenks are ab fhe end
uf ther dary, s the sun
sels behind the roofs of
the ald toam, and an
evening meal of fresh
fish and whitc winc
beckons, Let the
glitterat have their
5k Tropez, Dubrovmik
does guite nicely,
inden=d, |
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